
 

   

 

  

 

470 Winter Street Ext. 
Troy, NY  12180 
(518) 283-1372  

www.HOPELC.ORG 
 

We are a community empowered by the Holy Spirit, called to bring God’s comfort, 
to work for God’s justice, and to share the hope and love of Jesus with all. 

 

 

 

 

April 2nd  

Service at 10 AM 

 

April 6th  

Service at 7 PM 

 

April 7th  

Service 
at 7 PM 

 

April 9th 
Service at 10 AM 
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Happy, happy Easter! 
 
So much has happened and continues to happen in our world today-both good 
and bad. At times we can feel lost, and it can all be a bit overwhelming; but the 
gift of Easter reminds us of the fact that God is in the mix. We walk this journey of 
life not alone, but with the resurrected Christ! The one who promises us that life is 
ever new and assures us that God has not left God’s creation to fend for itself 
alone, no matter the circumstances of this world. Through Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection, God’s plan to redeem all of creation has begun, and you and I are 
part of that plan. God journeys with us when we experience both the joys and 
delights of life, and when we are knocked down by the chaos and suffering 
around us. Easter blooms in our lives in ways we least expect it, and in places we 
least expect. As we enter spring, I invite you to notice the blooming of life all 
around you, and the spectacular beauty of each blossoming plant and creature in 
God’s world. Yes, Easter is here, and you and I, along with all God’s creation will 
be resurrected once again into new life. 
 
Happy Easter! 
 
Pastor Pamela 
 

 



April 2023 Newsletter 
 

 
2 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



April 2023 Newsletter 
 

 
3 

 

 

  

 



April 2023 Newsletter 
 

 
4 

 

 

  

 



April 2023 Newsletter 
 

 
5 

 

 

  

 

We Are Front Page News! 
 

Our "Hearts for the Hungry" food collection campaign during the month 

of February made the front page of the local "Advertiser" 

newspaper!  We collected about 50 bags of food, and they were split 

equally between the two food pantries we support:  Doors of Hope (West 

Sand Lake) and CoNSERNS-U (Rensselaer).  Both food pantries were 

very appreciative of our efforts. 
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John Batsios Memorial Nursing Scholarship 

 

This scholarship was created in 2023 by family and friends 
in memory of John Batsios. John attended HVCC while 
serving in the New York National Guard. He graduated 
from Hudson Valley in 2016 with an associate’s degree in 
Nursing. He saved lives working as a traveling registered 
nurse in many different states. 

 
John enjoyed taking every advantage life offered. He made lasting friendships 
with humans and animals alike, wherever his adventures took him. He 
embraced everyone and everything with a passion and an excitement that was 
contagious. The family feels blessed to have had such a loving, caring, funny 
son and brother in their lives and decided to establish this scholarship to help 
others with military experience begin a career in nursing. 
 

1. Go to HVCC.EDU  
2. Find the GIVING button on the top of the page on a 

computer & under the three-lined menu on a phone 
3. On the giving page, scroll down to MAKE A GIFT 

TODAY 
4. Under the ONLINE part of the page, click in the box 

next to DESIGNATION (CLICK HERE) 
5. Find the JOHN BATSIOS MEMORIAL NURSING 

SCHOLARSHIP (about 5 choices down.) 
6. Scroll down to pick a dollar amount, or type in the 

amount in the OTHER box 
7. Fill in all the info and click SECURE PAYMENT - 

Decide how to pay – Credit Card, Venmo or PayPal 
8.  

You can also mail a check or money order payable to 
Hudson Valley Community College Foundation  

Write JOHN BATSIOS MEMORIAL NURSING 
SCHOLARSHIP in the comment section to: 

 
Hudson Valley Community College Foundation 

   80 Vandenburgh Avenue 

Troy, NY 12180 
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Emotional Intelligence (EI) 

It is generally accepted that success in life is better predicted by EI than IQ.      
It is generally accepted that emotionally-aware congregations are usually better able to 
process the stresses that confront them than those congregations that are not.  It could be 
useful for us, individually, to think our own thoughts about each of these emotions, and if 
any is so inclined, to share one’s thoughts with another.  In the last newsletter, I offered 
the emotion 'detestable' under the core emotion of  'Disgust’ and asked you to  
ponder your own thoughts.  
 
These are my thoughts:  
 
detestable (offensive to the mind) (arousing or deserving intense dislike, abominable) 
(abominable: deserving or causing loathing or hatred) We all have preferences.  We all 
have things which cause us pain or discomfort.  People with leprosy lose limbs because 
they have lost their sense of touch, their ability to sense danger.  Discomfort calls us to 
discern.  Do we need to toughen up and develop callouses like the hands of a laborer?  Do 
we need to increase our endurance like an athlete?  Do we need to put on some 
protection, like a potholder or a bulletproof vest?    
  
In the discomforts of our lives, where do we need to toughen up and where do we need 
to protect ourselves?  And, when must we leave, because it is not safe to be there?  
 
Next month, please consider your thoughts on 'confident' under the core emotion of 
‘Happy'.  
 
In His Grace, WDM 
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Turkey Earthquake Help 
 

The Turkish earthquake donation center is no longer 
accepting any items due to freight issues. However, if 
you still want to help, go to Lutheran World 

Relief www.lwr.org and scroll down to Earthquakes in 

Turkey (learn more).  Through the church, you can be 
sure that all donations will go directly to aid the victims 
through trusted agencies on the ground. 
 

  

http://www.lwr.org/
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https://elca.org/Resources/Justice-for-Women 
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Easter Food Baskets 

Palm Sunday will be the last day to bring 

in food for the Easter food baskets.  We are 

preparing 15 baskets (actually, a couple of shopping 

bags) full of food and goodies for a festive Easter dinner. 

They will go to families who have graduated from the St.  

Paul’s Center, a homeless shelter for women with children. 
 

There will be a variety of canned and boxed food, eggs and an Easter 

egg coloring kit, and some Easter candy and a stuffed animal for the little 

ones.  Each family will also receive a $50 Price Chopper gift card, bought 

with Hope LC funds.  If you’d like to contribute toward these cards, 

please put your check/cash in the offering plate and note that the funds 

are to go to the holiday food baskets. 
 

We will be packing the baskets on Monday morning, April 3rd, at 10:30 

AM.  If you can take an hour to help, please let Pam Dodson 

(pamd@fastmail.com) know that you’ll be there. 
 

Thanks for your generosity!  You will be helping some 

families in need to enjoy their Easter celebration.  

 

mailto:pamd@fastmail.com
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Please find your own replacement if you cannot be available on date of assignment. 

 

 2-Apr 6-Apr 7-Apr 9-Apr 16-Apr 23-Apr 30-Apr 

 
Palm Sun. 
10:00am 

Maundy 
Thursday 
7:00pm 

Good 
Friday 
7:00pm 

Easter 
10:00am 

Worship 
10:00am 

Worship 
10:00am 

Worship 
10:00am 

Altar Guild/ 
Comm. Asst. 2 

Bonny M Maureen H Marilyn D Debbie F Bonny M Marilyn D Charlie H 

Greeter 
 

Lois B Dickie D Pam D Marion D Ja’net M Marion D Marlies P 

Usher 
 

Mike D Pam D xxx Marion D Donna L Mike D Susan R 

Assisting Minister Sandra G Pam D Marilyn D Mike D Chris N Luis C Sandra G 

Communion 
Assistant 

Lois B Chris N xxx Mike D Pam D Luis C Bonny M 

Snack Set-Up / 
Clean-Up 

Marlies P xxx xxx Donna L Donna L Susan C Maureen H 

Offering Counters 
Pam D  

& 
Marilyn D 

xxx xxx 
Marion D 

& 
Donna L 

Pam D 
& 

Donna L 

Marion D 
& 

Donna L 

Susan R 
& 

Maureen H 
 

Readers xxx xxx 
Pam D  

& 
Sandra G 

xxx xxx xxx xxx 
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 We will have ‘In-Person’ Sunday Worship Services at 10:00 AM.  We will also    

  continue to live-stream our services on our Facebook page and through Zoom.        

  The Zoom link for Worship Services will continue to be posted in the bulletins.   

Sharing the hope and love of Jesus with all 

 

 

 

1st    

Regional Food Bank 
Packing 

10:30 AM – Noon 

Meet at RFB 
 

2nd    

 

 

 

Service at 10 AM 

10:30– Noon 

Meet at RFB 
 

 

2nd   

Hope’s Prayer Team       

  in small classroom 

~15-minutes after   

worship service 

 

3rd  

Pack Easter Food 

Baskets for St. Paul’s 

Center at 10:30 AM          

in the large classroom 

6th  
Hope’s Kitchen Free 
Community Dinner at 
Cornerstone Church            

in Lansingburgh 
* Serving from 3 – 5:30 PM 
* (for those who RSVP’d) 

 

6th     

 

 

 

Service at 7 PM 

 

 

7th    

 

 

 

Service at 7 PM 

 

 

9th    

 

 

 

Service at 10 AM 

 

 

12th  

Council Meeting 

@ 6:30 PM 

in the large classroom      

& via Zoom 
 

 

14th  

Dine-Out Dinner Group  

@ 6 PM 

(Lakeview Restaurant 

 

18th  

Hope’s Hands Meeting 

@ 10 AM 

in the small classroom 

 

 

30th  

Hope’s Annual 

Congregational Meeting 

at 11:15 AM 

 

 

 

Children’s Sunday 

School           

******        

Sundays @ 9 AM      
in the large classroom 

Wednesday Bible Study         

at Noon will meet on: 

April 12, 19 & 26                    

(in the large classroom  

& via Zoom) 

 

Choir Rehearsal                

will be held on 

April 2nd  

following worship service; 

in the sanctuary 

 

Instrumental Music 

Rehearsal with Wayne 

Mizerak will be held: 

April 4th at 6:30 PM        

&                                       

April 6th at 8:15 PM 


