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We are a community empowered by the Holy Spirit, called to bring God’s comfort,              
to work for God’s justice, and to share the hope and love of Jesus with all. 
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Fall is here! The leaves will soon be falling, and the air will be 
filled with that special scent that only the oncoming Autumn 
can bring. I call this particular time of year “the second new 
year,” as it’s a time when children return to school, college 
students return to classes, and summer vacations are over. 
In the church, we restart all our wonderful ministries and 
begin preparations for quite a few significant holidays and 
festivals soon to come. In many ways, it is a season of new 
beginnings. Yet paradoxically, it is also a season of oncoming 
death. As beautiful as the turning of the leaves are, we are 
still left with the fact that they are dying. The grass dies, 
turning brown, and various animals in our world prepare for a 
death like sleep: hibernation. As beautiful as autumn is, the 
world is preparing to go into a death-like sleep. But within this 
sleep, the powers of nature are at work recreating and 
bringing new life. In this amazing creation of God’s, there is 
always death and resurrection. Our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ comes to show us exactly this through his own life, 
death and resurrection. God shows us through his son that 
no matter what the world throws at us, no matter that death 
stalks us all, God will have the final say—and so we learn 
that the earth will once again arise in resurrected abundance.  
 
May your autumn be one of blessings, of sacred silence, and 
a restful sleep that leads to new life.  
 
Pastor Pamela  
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Emotional Intelligence (EI) 

It is generally accepted that success in life is better predicted by EI than IQ.      
It is generally accepted that emotionally-aware congregations are usually better able to process the 
stresses that confront them than those congregations that are not.  It could be useful for us, individually, 
to think our own thoughts about each of these emotions, and if any is so inclined, to share one’s 
thoughts with another.  In the last newsletter, I offered the emotion 'skeptical' under the core emotion 
of  'Anger’ and asked you to ponder your own thoughts.  
 

Skeptical: (marked by or given to doubt) (doubt: uncertainty in belief or opinion) – Faith (the opposite 
of being skeptical) is a conundrum.  In some instances, a discontinuity between belief and 
circumstances brings forth a stronger faith. Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what 
we do not see (Hebrew 11:1).  Sometimes, circumstances call us to a changed faith, as in the born-again 
experience.  Fowler’s “Stages of Faith” is another example. In these, the foundations of one’s faith are 
re-evaluated.  Even though the books of Romans and Hebrews also speak about a changed faith, these 
changes came by a re-evaluation of the roots of their faith, not by discarding them.   
 
Advances in science came when exceptions to the currently accepted theories lead to new 
considerations.  Certain, previously-unnoticed factors, led to new theories. Relativistic (high speeds), 
quantum (extremely small spaces/distances), and relativistic-quantum (both high speeds and small 
spaces/distances) generated much more complicated formulas than those needed for classical 
physics.  These more complicated formulas, however, reduced to the simpler formulas when applied to 
classical physics. The additional components of the more complex formulas generated extremely small 
numbers within the realm of classical physics.  The new had roots in the old. 
 
As the Bible says, “We know in part and see in part”.  No matter what we believe, something in our 
belief can be enhanced through further enlightenment (and a dose of skepticism).  
 
 

Next month, please consider your thoughts on 'revulsion' under the core emotion of ‘Disgust'.  
 
In His Grace, WDM 
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SEPTEMBER LINENS BONANZA! 

If you haven’t seen the fabulous display and collection of linens in the narthex 

at church, make sure you check it out!  Thanks to a great idea from one of our 

members, Peg Farrell, we are collecting all manner of linens to give to the St 

Paul’s Center for homeless moms and their kids for their use while at the 

shelter and to take with them to their new apartments when they leave. 

Thanks to Peg and Ja’net Malmstrom who are coordinating the drive.   

As you can probably imagine, the families come to the shelter with not much 

more than the clothes on their backs and very few other personal items.  When 

they become homeless, they leave all their household goods behind.   

A very nice assortment of items has already come in – and it’s only been ONE 

week since the announcement.  There are even beautiful flannel baby blankets 

and burp cloths!  One member asked if she could bring in new pots and pans 

she found on sale!   

Thank you to all those who have already donated.  New items are preferred but 

very gently used items are okay too.  Here is a list of what is being collected: 

 

SHEET SETS:  TWIN.  Double/Full and Queen also okay, but twin sets are most 

needed 

PILLOWS – standard size 

BLANKETS/COMFORTERS 

TOWEL SETS or bath towels and washcloths 

Shower curtains and liners 

Dish towels/pot holders/kitchen utensils 

 

St Paul’s Center is dedicated to changing the lives of families that have been 

struggling for years.  You can be part of that life-changing mission through your 

love and generosity.   

Thanks, as always, for your participation.   

MARILYN DYER 
 

P.S.  Just by way of information, we are NOT having a collection for school 

supplies this fall.   
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Hope Lutheran Church welcomes you to come join our Bible Study 

group. 

Our Bible Study meets on Wednesdays at noon in the large 

classroom at church. 

(It is also offered via Zoom for those unable to attend in person.) 

So bring your bible and your lunch, and come enjoy engaging with 

others to discuss the wonderful scripts of the bible. 

 

Bible Study begins Wednesday, September 13th, at noon. 

Hope to see you there! 
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Coming in October! 

Hope Lutheran Church will be holding a spaghetti dinner  

to benefit our new upcoming vegetable garden. 

We will be growing fresh vegetables that will be shared 

 with both Doors of Hope (West Sand Lake) and  

CoNSERNS-U (Rensselaer) food pantries,  

as well our Hope’s Kitchen dinners. 

More details will follow soon. 
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  Worship Volunteer Duties for September of 2023 

Please find your own replacement if you cannot be available on date of assignment. 

 

 3-Sep 10-Sep 17-Sep 24-Sep 

 
Worship 
10:00am 

Worship 
10:00am 

Worship 
10:00am 

Worship 
10:00am 

Altar Guild/ 
Comm. Asst. 2 

Bonny M Charlie H Marilyn D Susan R 

 
Greeter 
 

Elaine B Marion D Marlies P Peggy F 

 
Usher 
 

Peggy F Mike D Lois B Donna L 

Assisting 
Minister 

Pam D Susan R Luis C Sandra G 

Communion 
Assistant 

Pam D Susan R Luis C 
Pam D 

(+ candles) 

Snack Set-Up / 
Clean-Up 

Marilyn D 
(no snack – 

picnic) 
Susan C Donna L 

Offering 
Counters 

Marilyn D  
& 

Maureen H 

Marion D  
& 

Susan R 

Bonny M  
& 

Charlie H 

Pam D  
& 

Nancy C 
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Upcoming Events for 
September of 2023 

 

We will have ‘In-Person’ Sunday Worship Services at 10:00 AM.  We will also    

  continue to live-stream our services on our website, YouTube page, Facebook    

  page and through Zoom.  The Zoom link for Worship Services will continue to be  

  posted in the bulletins.   

Sharing the hope and love of Jesus with all 

 

 

 

 

3rd  

Hope’s Prayer Team       
  in small classroom 

~15-minutes after   
worship service 

 

7th  

Hope’s Kitchen Free Community 
Dinner at Cornerstone Church  

in Lansingburgh 
* Serving from 3 – 5:30 PM* (for 

those who RSVP’d) 
 

8th   

Dine-Out Dinner Group  

@ 6 PM 

(Hanzo Japanese 

Restaurant) 

 

9th   

Regional Food Bank 
Packing 

10:30 AM – Noon 
Meet at RFB 

 

12th  

Book Club 

@ 7 PM 

(at Marilyn’s home) 

13th  

Council Meeting 

@ 6:30 PM 

in the large classroom                  

& via Zoom 
 

19th  

Hope’s Hands Meeting 

@ 10 AM 

in the small classroom 

Wednesday Bible Study         

at Noon will meet on: 

Sept. 13th, 20th, &27th                  

(in the large classroom 

& via Zoom) 
 

 

Tai Chi & Qigong Classes begin on 

Sept. 19th: 

Tai Chi Beginner Plus – Tues.                
@ 7:15 PM 

Qigong – Wed. @ 1:30 PM 

Tai Chi Advanced – Wed. @ 3 PM  

(weekly) 

 

 


