
 

 

  

 

470 Winter Street Ext. 
Troy, NY  12180 
(518) 283-1372  

www.HOPELC.ORG 
 

 We are a community empowered by the Holy Spirit, called to bring God’s comfort,  
to work for God’s justice, and to share the hope and love of Jesus with all. 

 

 

 

 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

SERVICES 

 ~ see pg. 7 

LENTEN SOUP 

SUPPER SCHEDULE 

 ~ see pg. 8 

 

PASTOR’S 30TH 

ORDINATION 

CELEBRATION 

 ~ see pg. 9 

 

HOLY WEEK 

SERVICES 

 ~ see pg. 11 
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This month begins our forty-day Lenten journey through the wilderness, starting 
with Ash Wednesday.  Each lectionary year (A, B, or C) during Lent, the readings 
are taken from one of the four gospels, as you might expect. But more 
specifically in year A & B, the gospel readings come predominately from the 
gospel of John. However, this year (year C), four of the five Lenten gospel 
readings are from the gospel of Luke. So why is this important?  
 

“The unique Lukan pericopes [lessons] in year C can be seen as celebrating the 
persistence of God’s mercy despite stubborn obstacles: in the face of threats 
from Herod and the religious authorities (Lent 2); surrounded by the disorienting 
rubble of catastrophes (Lent 3); and in the wake of estrangement, sin, jealousy 
(Lent 4). In the fifth week of Lent, Jesus himself receives the gift of anointing 
through the persistence of Mary of Bethany, who perseveres in her gift-giving 
despite Judas’s attempt to shame her.”  (Sundays and Seasons, pg. 107) 
 

In Luke’s gospel in particular, Mercy becomes the greatest gift one can both give 
and receive during this Lenten season. But what do we mean by mercy? 
According to the Oxford dictionary, “mercy is the compassion or forgiveness 
shown toward someone whom it is within one’s power to punish or harm.”  
 

In both the Old and New Testaments, God over and over again shows mercy. 
Mercy to those who are in trouble and in need of God’s intervention. God shows 
mercy to those who are being oppressed unjustly.  In God’s mercy, God 
withholds punishment to those who because of their sin, rightly deserve it— 
instead offers forgiveness and healing.  
 

During our Lenten journey we are invited to reflect on how we can be merciful to 
others in our lives and those whom we encounter.  Our God is a God of mercy. 
He sent his son, Jesus, to be a conduit of that mercy in the flesh. As disciples of 
Christ, we are called to follow Christ Jesus in being a people of mercy.  
 

During this Lenten season Luke invites us to look at the obstacles, both personal 
and societal, that get in the way of our being merciful.  Our Lenten journey 
provides us with the opportunity to first see and then move beyond such 
obstacles. 
  

May this season of Lent fill you with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and in your 
ability to both give and receive the gift of mercy. 
 
Pastor Pamela 
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With the snow still on the ground, it's time to start thinking 
about summer vacation and nice warm weather.  Bob and I 
made our reservations for the Lutheran Summer Gathering at 
Silver Bay on beautiful Lake George, NY.  We recommend it 
highly as a time for rest, recouperation, and relaxation.  For 
more information, go to https://www.lutherans-
silverbay.org/. Scroll down to see a man talking about the 
Lutheran Gathering at Silver Bay.  He does a much better job 
than I could, and the background pictures will give you a 
good idea of the beauty of Silver Bay.  After watching the 
video, you'll want to reserve immediately!  We hope you'll 
join us there.  If you have any questions, feel free to ask me. 

        Chris Nash 

 

https://www.lutherans-silverbay.org/
https://www.lutherans-silverbay.org/
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MARCH PRAYER CALENDAR 
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We wish you a very Happy and Blessed Birthday … 

   

 Tonya Humphrey ~ March 6th   
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Please find your own replacement if you cannot be available on date of assignment. 

 

 2-Mar 5-Mar 5-Mar 9-Mar 16-Mar 23-Mar 30-Mar 

 Worship 
10:00am 

Ash Weds. 
12:00 noon 

Ash Weds. 
7:00pm 

Worship 
10:00am 

Worship 
10:00am 

Worship 
10:00am 

Worship 
10:00am 

Altar Guild/ 
Comm. 
Asst. 2 

Susan R XXX XXX Bonny M Charlie H Donna S Marilyn D 

Greeter 
 

Diane C XXX XXX Ja’net M Anna-Lisa H Marlies P Nora G 

Usher 
 

Cindy W XXX XXX Lois B Marion D Maureen H Bonny M 

Assisting 
Minister 

Luis C Chris N Pam D Cindy W Mike D Sandra G Bonny M 

Comm. 
Assistant 

Luis C XXX XXX Pam D Mike D 
Chris N 

(+ candles) Donna S 

Snack          
Set-Up  

Susan C XXX XXX Marilyn D Charlie H Susan C Marilyn D 

Offering 
Counters 

Pam D 
& 

Cindy W 

XXX XXX 

Pam D 
& 

Diane C 

Anna-Lisa H 
& 

Marion D 

Maureen H 
& 

Charlie H 

Bonny M 
& 

Nancy C 
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 We have ‘In-Person’ Sunday Worship Services at 10:00 AM.   

We also live-stream our services on our website, Facebook and YouTube.   

Sharing the hope and love of Jesus with all 

 

 

 

 

 

1st:  Regional Food Bank Packing, 10:30 AM – Noon, Meet at RFB. 

2nd:  Prayers of Hope Team meets in the small classroom following Worship Service. 

4th:  Beginner Tai Chi, 7 – 8 PM, in the sanctuary, (every Tuesday). 

5th:  Ash Wednesday Service @ Noon in the sanctuary & online. 

5th:  Qigong, 1:30 – 2:30 PM, in the sanctuary, (every Wednesday). 

5th:  Advanced Tai Chi, 3 – 4 PM, in the sanctuary, (every Wednesday). 

5th:  Ash Wednesday Service @ 7 PM in the sanctuary & online. 

6th:  Choir Rehearsal @ 6:15 PM in the small classroom, (every Thursday). 

11th:  Women’s Book Club @ 6:30 PM at Marilyn Dyer’s home. 

17th:  St. Patrick’s Day. 

18th:  Hope’s Hands meets @ 10 AM in the small classroom. 

18th:  Council Meeting @ 6:30 PM, in the large classroom & via Zoom. 

20th:  Grief Support Group @ 6:30 PM in the sanctuary. 

21st:  Hope’s Dine-Out Group @ 6 PM; TBD. 

23rd:  Pastor Pamela’s 30th Ordination Celebration following Worship Service. 

29th:  Red Cross Blood Drive, 8 AM – 12 PM, in the sanctuary; Register Online at:  

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=hopelutheran 

 

 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=hopelutheran

