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We are a community empowered by the Holy Spirit, called to bring God’s comfort, 
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From the Pastor 

It’s so strange to be thinking about Holy Week and Easter when we’re still so deeply in 
the midst of Lent. Easter is on the last day of March, so just for timings sake, let’s begin 
with Lent.  During our midweek Lenten devotionals we are looking at some of the saints 
of the Christian church. As Lutherans we do not worship the saints nor see them in 
particular as intermediaries between ourselves and Christ. But they can serve as 
beacons of light pointing us to Christ in a world that at times seems intent on distracting 
us away from Christ and his teachings. Oftentimes, these saints serve as examples of 
a life lived in Christian service and can exemplify what it costs to be a disciple of Jesus 
Christ. Not that these saints were perfect, far from it-but in their imperfection they chose 
to courageously live lives committed to Christ and their Christian faith. They, like us, 
are (as Martin Luther says) both Saint and Sinner.  During our Sunday worship we will 
often include these saints in our prayers as we commemorate their lives and give 
thanks to God for the gift of their service: Elizabeth Fedde, deaconess; George 
Herbert, hymn writer; John and Charles Wesley, renewers of the church; Perpetua and 
Felicity and companions, martyrs at Carthage; Harriet Tubman, Moses for her people 
(helped more than 300 slaves escape to freedom); Sojourner Truth, evangelist and 
preacher against slavery; Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, established a lectionary 
and prayers to correlate with scriptural readings, established a school to train church 
musicians-the Gregorian chant is named in his honor; and Joseph, Guardian of Jesus, 
to name a few.  These saints, like so many, point us towards the grace of God revealed 
in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. Through their witness they point us to Holy 
Week and the promise of an Easter resurrection.  
 
But note that you too are both Saint and Sinner, called to let your life witness to God’s 
grace in the world. This Easter may the light of your life be a beacon to a world so in 
need of God’s healing, forgiveness, and love.   
 
Happy Easter! 
 
Pastor Pamela Hoh 
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Spring is just around the corner… or so it seems!  With Easter so early this year, we 
wouldn’t be surprised to see some snow!  We can only hope that Spring will bring fresh 
air and healing to all. There’s been so much sickness among our members this winter 
and our Prayer/Healing Team have been keeping busy with prayers of healing for 
everyone.   

February has been a busy month with activities, meetings, and plans for LENT – 
highlighting the Wednesday Soup-Suppers with an interesting and thought-provoking 
service by Pastor Pamela.   All are welcome. 

In March, we will be presenting a Stewardship Campaign. The Committee will be 
meeting soon to formulate plans to present to the congregation. This is held every year to 
encourage pledging, not only of our finances, but also of our time and talents for all the 
many activities and committees of the church. Your help is needed and appreciated 
wherever you feel comfortable.   

On April 28th, (mark your calendars) we will be holding our Annual Congregational 
meeting.  I will be sending out reminders to the church committees for their annual 
reports. We hope everyone can attend this meeting. 

Some other information to share from recent meetings:  

• I met as part of the Finance Committee recently, to discuss the upcoming 2024-
2025 Budget and finances of the church. This will be shared with the congregation 
soon, with a presentation by Charlie Huff and Greg Whitney. 

• I attended the Worship and Music Committee, representing the Altar Guild. There 
is a need for the Altar Guild to meet and outline a plan for better organization for 
each of the Holidays and where items are stored, etc.  

• The CLI team (Congregational Lead Initiative) will be meeting again soon to 
continue with plans for creating the Community Garden - Pastor Pamela and 
team. 

• Most of the building projects have been completed and are looking great – with 
bathroom and closet updates, and various other improvements you will notice 
around the building – Thank you to Marilyn Dyer and team. 

• We had a successful and interesting presentation by our DEM, Reverand Imani 
Olear last Sunday, sharing results of the Mission Under Development survey from 
last Fall.  Much was learned and we look forward to her continuing with future 
meetings, both with the Council and the Congregation. 
 

Blessings and thank you to all!  

Bonny A. Mounteer 
Council President 
 

Council President 
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Over the last couple of years, several people have inquired as to how we are 

doing with finances.  As you are aware, we vote on a budget at our Annual 

Meeting. 

Sometimes, we miss the most important details with so many numbers in front of 

us.  At our last Annual Meeting it was proposed that we take 30,000 dollars out of 

our investments to balance our budget.  This is above and beyond the amount 

people are pledging. 

What this means is that every Sunday for 52-weeks, we spend 576 dollars more 

than we receive in pledges and other revenue. 

With stewardship fast approaching, it was suggested that we make available to 

the congregation an informational meeting, in order to explain some of the more 

important points in discussing next year’s budget. 

We recognize that giving is a very personal agreement between you and God.  All 

I would propose is that you consider praying about your giving to Hope and that 

you consider if there is any way in which you might be able to increase that 

giving, if only by a small amount. 

I would also encourage you to consider utilizing Simply Giving.  This is a great 

tool that allows you to set up weekly or monthly giving that comes directly out of 

your bank accounts to the church. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 
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HEALING TEAM UPDATE 

March Announcement Prayers will highlight ministries shared by 

conference, synod, or ecumenical partners.  They will include 

Appleseed Feeding Ministry, Syracuse, NY; Albany Maritime 

Ministries; NYS Council of Churches; Hudson Mohawk Conference; 

Capital Area Council of Churches. 

Daily Prayers:  Remember to pray for members and friends of 

Hope.  The list is sent in the weekly update from the church by 

Tonya in office.  Plans are in place to create a paper monthly calendar 

for your use.  It will be available on the first Sunday of each month. 

Prayer concerns may be sent via e-mail or by text/cell phone to 

Pastor Elaine Berg:  meb312@aol.com or 3.315.882.3732.  Prayer cards 

are on the narthex table if you prefer.  They are placed in the 

offering plate and sent to the church office for Tonya to forward.  

Please obtain permission for prayer concerns and indicate if they 

may be shared in the Sunday Bulletin. 

 

 

 

mailto:meb312@aol.com
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A Study Curriculum on Civic Life and Faith 
Session 3: What are Lutheran views on civic life? 

 
The resources cited are: 
 

1. The Book of Concord 
2. The teachings of Martin Luther 
3. The Augsburg Confessions of 1530 
4. The reflections and actions of Dietrich Bonhoffer, and 
5. The collective wisdom of Christians from all walks of life. 

 
We are reminded that good order cannot happen if people of faith do not 
engage the political arena either as leaders or as well-informed people who 
advocate for justice and equity for all through such means as voting, being 
law-abiding citizens, contributing to agencies which serve the poor and needy, 
writing letters to government officials, participating in peaceful marches, and 
signing petitions (to name a few).  It is noted that, sometimes, the government 
is so contrary to God’s intention of justice and good order, that actions of 
resistance, like those of Deitrich Bonhoffer under the Third Reich, are 
necessary.   
 
The Lutheran tradition gives us the chance to confess our mistakes and try 
again.  We are called to a sense of balance as we seek to improve political 
conditions.  There are no directives on how we arrange our political, church, 
and personal situations. The great diversity and variety among all people of the 
earth remind us of how far and wide God’s care continues to reach all 
according to their needs and situations. 
 
We do not have all the answers for the complexities of God’s and our actions.  
We embody a spirit of shared deliberation and authority -- a shared work of 
instruction, correction, and reflection -- as we sort out what needs to be 
upheld and what should be set aside.  We are called to allow the power of 
God’s love to embolden us to be the political creatures that we are, a people 
wrapped in God’s Grace. 
 
The showing of all videos and the ensuing discussions have been completed.  
However, ongoing reflections and conversations are encouraged and 
welcome.  All six videos can be accessed and viewed at: 
https://www.elca.org/civicsandfaithstudy . 
 

https://www.elca.org/civicsandfaithstudy
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Helping Our Neighbors.  Period. 
 

During February we collected "period products" -- 

tampons, pads, etc. -- for our local food pantries.  These 

items, which are essential for many women, can't be 

bought with SNAP benefits (food stamps).  
 

We collected about 70 packages!  They have been divided 

between the Doors of Hope and CoNSERNS-U food 

pantries, both of whom were most grateful to receive 

them. 
 

Thank you so much to everyone who contributed.  Many 

women will be thankful for your generosity! 
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Please find your own replacement if you cannot be available on date of assignment. 

 

 3-Mar 10-Mar 17-Mar 24-Mar 28-Mar 29-Mar 31-Mar 

 
Worship 
10:00am 

Worship 
10:00am 

Worship 
10:00am 

Palm 
Sunday 
10:00am 

Maundy 
Thursday 
7:00pm 

Good 
Friday 
7:00pm 

Easter 
Sunday 
10:00am 

Altar Guild/ 
Comm. Asst. 2 

Charlie H Marilyn D Charlie H Maureen H Susan R Marilyn D Debbie F 

 
Greeter 
 

Elaine B Nancy D Nancy C Marion D Dickie D Pam D Ja’net M 

 
Usher 
 

Marilyn D Cindy W Lois B Mike D Pam D X Marilyn D 

Assisting 
Minister 

Luis C Pam D Chris N Bonny M Marilyn D Chris N Cindy W 

Communion 
Assistant 

Bonny M Pam D Chris N Debbie F Bonny M X Bonny M 

Snack Set-Up / 
Clean-Up 

Susan C Charlie H Susan C Marilyn D x x Marilyn D 

Offering 
Counters 

Bonny M  
& 

Marilyn D 

Cindy W  
& 

Pam D 

Charlie H  
& 

Nancy C 

Bonny M  
& 

Marilyn D 
x x 

Marilyn D  
& 

Cindy W 
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Upcoming Events for 

March of 2024
 We will have ‘In-Person’ Sunday Worship Services at 10:00 AM.  We will also    

  continue to stream our services on our website, YouTube page, and Facebook    

  page.    

Sharing the hope and love of Jesus with all 

 

 

 2nd:  Regional Food Bank Packing, 10:30 AM – Noon, Meet at RFB. 

 3rd:  Healing Team & Prayer Team meet at 11:30 AM in the small classroom. 

 7th:  Hope’s Kitchen Free Community Dinner for those who RSVP’d, 3 PM – 5:30 PM. 

 8th:  Hope’s Dine-Out Dinner Group at 6 PM, Scarborough’s. 

 10th:  Daylight Savings Time ~ Turn clocks forward one-hour. 

 10th:  Easter Flower order forms due today. 

 12th:  Book Club at 7 PM, Marilyn Dyer’s home. 

 15th:  CLI Meeting at 3:30 PM in the large classroom. 

 17th:  St. Patrick’s Day. 

 19th:  Hope’s Hands meets at 10 AM in the small classroom. 

 19th:  Council Meeting at 6:30 PM in the large classroom. 

 21st:  Grief Support Group at 6:30 PM in the sanctuary. 

 24th:  Palm Sunday ~ Worship Service at 10 AM, In-Person & Online. 

 28th:  Maundy Thursday ~ Worship Service at 7 PM, In-Person & Online. 

 29th:  Good Friday ~ Worship Service at 7 PM, In-Person & Online. 

 30th:  Red Cross Blood Drive, 8 AM – 1 PM, in the sanctuary, register online. 

 31st:  Easter Sunday ~ Worship Service at 10 AM, In-Person & Online. 

 

Note: 

Please see page 3 

for Lenten Soup   

Supper schedule. 
 


