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 We are a community empowered by the Holy Spirit, called to bring God’s comfort, 
to work for God’s justice, and to share the hope and love of Jesus with all. 
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I have been thinking a lot about “courage” these days. What is it? Where does it 
come from? And can anyone have it? What does it mean to be courageous in these 
times in which we find ourselves?  

As I watch the turmoil, the confusion, and the loss of so many traditions and beliefs 
that existed amongst us as a community and guided us as a nation, slowly being 
eroded or seemingly in one fell swoop wiped away, I wonder about the courage it 
takes to just be present in these times and not lose ourselves in fear and apathy. 
Ironically, before we leave the month of May, we will celebrate on the last Monday of 
the month, Memorial Day. Memorial Day: a day when we honor the military men and 
women who courageously gave their lives to protect the Constitutional Democracy of 
our country. Courage in the midst of fear. 

The question before us as Christians is how do we face the fears elicited in this 
place and time—how do we find courage? I am reminded of Jesus and his disciples 
at the last supper. Jesus knows his time to die is near and he also knows that the 
disciples will experience a profound anxiety and sense of powerlessness at his 
crucifixion. And so he prepares them, even though at the time they are clueless to 
what he is talking about. Nevertheless, he tells them that he is going away, but not to 
worry, for he will send to them the Holy Spirit which will bring them both a sense of 
peace and the necessary power to carry on the ministry which he has begun.  

Says Margaret Benefiel, “It is only after Jesus death and resurrection, after Jesus 
breathed on the disciples and gave the gift of the Holy Spirit, after Pentecost when 
the power of the Holy Spirit became evident, that everything changed.  From a small, 
frightened group, hidden away from the world, to bold preachers traversing the entire 
known world, the disciples, manifested massive transformation. The Holy Spirit 
replaced their anxiety with peace, their powerlessness with power, and their fearful 
paralysis with courageous action.” 

To find courage, as followers of Christ, we begin first with prayer. It is in prayer that 
we open ourselves to receiving the Holy Spirit’s guidance in knowing what is ours to 
do. It is the Spirit that will enable us to stay awake to the present even in the midst of 
fear.  And it is this same Spirit that will give us the peace and the courage to boldly 
do what is ours to do when called upon to do so.   

As we enter the month of June, I see the pollinator garden filled with budding 
flowers; soon Hope’s Garden will also be growing with beautiful vegetables. No 
matter what happens in the world around us, the resurrection and courage of new life 
will not be denied. So my prayer dear ones, is that you and I be filled with the grace, 
the power, and the courage of the Holy Spirit in the days to come.  
 
Pastor Pamela 
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JUNE PRAYER CALENDAR 
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We wish you a very Happy and Blessed Birthday … 
 

Nancy Davis ~ June 5th 

Peggy Farrell ~ June 19th 

Henry Gray ~ June 22nd 

Dale Felt ~ June 27th  
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Grief Support Group meets monthly at the NEW time - 5:30pm at Hope 
Lutheran Church in North Greenbush.  

This monthly group is a safe, welcoming, and judgement-free place where people 
who have recently experienced a loss (death of a loved one, children who left for 
college, loss of a pet, job, marriage or home…) can come together to share their 
struggles and learn some coping skills needed to live a full, even happy life, once 
again.  

This small, intimate group, led by Camie Engel, will help you feel less alone as the 
group provides emotional support, validation, and education about grief.  

Join us when you are ready. Our next meeting is Thursday, June 19th at 5:30 pm. 

If you have any questions, please contact Lois Batsios at: 
Lois.Batsios@Gmail.com 
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Please find your own replacement if you cannot be available on date of assignment. 

 

 1-Jun 8-Jun 15-Jun 22-Jun 29-Jun 

 Worship 
10:00am 

Worship 
10:00am 

Worship 
10:00am 

Worship 
10:00am 

Worship 
10:00am 

Altar Guild/ 
Comm. Asst. 2 

Susan R Donna S Marilyn D Debbie F Bonny M 

Greeter 
 

Elaine B Marlies P Nancy C Diane C Lois B 

Usher 
 

Maureen H Mike D Pam D Marion D Lois B 

Assisting 
Minister 

Karen C Chris N 
 

Cindy W 
 

Janis Z Pam D 

Comm. 
Assistant 

Marilyn D Chris N Luis C Janis Z Pam D 

Snack Set-Up  Maureen H Susan C Marilyn D Charlie H Maureen H 

Offering 
Counters 

Marilyn D  
& 

Maureen H 

 
Marion D  

& 
Bonny M 

 

Pam D  
& 

Marilyn D 

Diane C  
& 

Pam D 

Cindy W  
&  

Maureen H 
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June of 2025
 

We have ‘In-Person’ Sunday Worship Services at 10:00 AM.   

We also live-stream our services on our website, Facebook and YouTube.   

Sharing the hope and love of Jesus with all 

 

 

 

1st:  Prayers of Hope Team meets in the small classroom following Worship  

Service. 

3rd:  Beginner Tai Chi, 7 – 8 PM, in the sanctuary, (every Tuesday). 

4th:  Qigong, 1:30 – 2:30 PM, in the sanctuary, (every Wednesday). 

4th:  Advanced Tai Chi, 3 – 4 PM, in the sanctuary, (every Wednesday). 

5th:  Women’s Bible Study @ 6:30 PM at Pr. Elaine’s home, (every Thursday,  

except June 26th). 

7th:  Regional Food Bank Packing, 10:30 AM – Noon, Meet at RFB. 

11th:  Worship & Music Committee Meeting @ 6 PM in the small classroom,  

(please note new time). 

14th:  Red Cross Blood Drive, 8 AM – Noon, in the sanctuary.  Register Online at:  

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=hopelutheran 

17th:  Hope’s Hands meets @ 10 AM in the small classroom. 

19th:  Grief Support Group @ 5:30 PM in the sanctuary, (please note new time). 

21st:  Hope Gathers Event ~ Juneteenth Picnic, 1 - 7 PM in Hope’s Grove. 

25th:  Women’s Book Club @ 6:30 PM at Marilyn Dyer’s home. 

26th:  Council Meeting @ 6:30 PM, in the large classroom & via Zoom. 

 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=hopelutheran

