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A Message from Our Pastor 

Happy Epiphany! 
 
Epiphany : a Christian festival held on January 6 in commemoration of the coming of the Magi 
as the first manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles or in the Eastern Church in commemoration of 
the baptism of Christ 
 
2: an appearance or manifestation especially of a divine being 
the epiphany of God in Christ 

 
I have to admit I was more than a little bit surprised when I looked up the definition of the word 
Epiphany in the dictionary, only to see that the first two definitions were directly related the birth 
of Christ Jesus. The most relevant definition of a word is always listed first. I knew it was the 
most relevant, but I didn’t think the compilers of the dictionary would think so as well. Be that as 
it may, it’s the third definition I want to lift up in reference to being a Christian. 

 
3: an intuitive grasp of reality through something (such as an event) usually simple and striking 
… a food writer who has traveled around the world in an endless quest for epiphanies of flavor 
… 
— Jeff Gordinier 

 
It’s the example they use in this third definition of the word “epiphany” that I find so fascinating. 
We normally think of an epiphany as something that happens to us. In other words, we have no 
power over making it happen.  But in the above example, a food writer travels around the world 
in an endless quest for epiphanies of flavor. She is faithfully seeking these epiphanies and thus 
she finds them.  What if part of our sometimes experiencing an epiphany, that experience of 
God in our midst, is something we are called to actively seek out in our everyday lives. God 
desires to be in relationship with us. What if when we reach out to God in faith, God only too 
eagerly reaches out to us in return.  Even going back to the first definition of an epiphany being 
defined as the “coming of the magi,” it is the magi who first seek the king of the Jews. The magi 
follow a star, seeking the revelation of God’s in-breaking into the world. In return, God sends a 
star to guide them to this amazing epiphany, the baby Jesus lying in a manger.  The magi trust 
and have faith that they will find the child, and as a result of that faithful trust, God responds with 
a star and dreams of guidance.  We don’t control epiphanies, but perhaps we nevertheless are 
called to faithfully seek out those epiphanies of light, knowing that our God will respond. 
Epiphany is not just a one-time happening, but continuously happens all around us if we but look 
with eyes of faith. 
 
Happy Epiphany! 
 
Pastor Pamela 

 
 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/magus
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Altar Flower 

Dedications 
Sign-up to donate flowers for the sanctuary. 

The flowers on the altar on Sundays can be donated 

in memory of or in honor of a loved one, or a special occasion. 

Each donation costs $60 and runs for two-weeks. 

At the end of the second week,  

you can take the flowers home if you would like. 

Instructions: 

Write your name on the sign-up sheet. 

Then take a form and envelope from the basket. 

Fill out the form and put it with your payment (cash or check 

 – checks made out to: Hope Lutheran Church) in the 

 provided envelope.  The envelope can then be placed in the 

 offering plate on Sunday.   

Tonya will confirm receipt of your donation. 
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Once again, Hope LC gave 15 families a tasty Christmas dinner this year. Your food 
donations were packed up and distributed to families who are "graduates" of the St. Paul's 
Center homeless shelter. These families are on their own now, but still grateful for any help 
we can provide. 
 
Many thanks to all who contributed food. We actually ended up with extra stuffing and gravy -
- a nice problem to have! Special thanks to Karen Hill, who supplied all the corn and green 
beans! 
 
Thanks also to the packaging crew, pictured below: Dickie and Pam Dodson, Diane Cornell, 
Anna-Lisa Hafgren-Willis, and Nora Guido.  And thanks to Tonya Humphrey, who put together 
Hope "swag bags" -- calendars, pens and other items.  
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Thank you to the many generous people who provided 

Christmas gifts to two St. Paul’s Center Families this year! 
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PRAYER CALENDAR 
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We wish you a very Happy and Blessed Birthday … 

 

Sandra Governor ~ January 1st 
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Please find your own replacement if you cannot be available on date of assignment. 

 

 4-Jan 11-Jan 18-Jan 25-Jan 

 Worship 
10:00am 

Worship 
10:00am 

Worship 
10:00am 

Worship 
10:00am 

Altar Guild/ 
Comm. Asst. 2 Charlie H Bonny M Donna S Debbie F 

Greeter 
 Ja’net M Sandra G Marlies P Cindy W 

Usher 
 Dickie D Marion D Maureen H Diane C 

Assisting 
Minister Chris N Mike D Sandra G Luis C 

Comm. 
Assistant Chris N Donna S 

Bonny M (+ 
candles) 

Luis C 

Snack Set-Up  Susan C Charlie H Maureen H Susan C 

Offering 
Counters 

Pam D  
& 

Bonny M 

Marion D  
& 

Charlie H 

Maureen H  
& 

Bonny M 

Diane C  
& 

Pam D 
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We have ‘In-Person’ Sunday Worship Services at 10:00 AM.   

We also live-stream our services on our website, Facebook and YouTube.   

Sharing the hope and love of Jesus with all 

 

 

3rd: Regional Food Bank Packing, 10:30 AM – Noon, Meet at RFB. 

4th: Prayers of Hope meets in the small classroom following worship service. 

6th: Beginner Plus Tai Chi with Pam Dodson @ 7 PM in the sanctuary; (every Tuesday). 

7th Qigong with Pam Dodson @ 1:30 PM in the sanctuary; (every Wednesday). 

       Advanced Tai Chi with Pam Dodson @ 3 PM in the sanctuary; (every Wednesday). 

8th: Women’s Bible Study @ 6:30 PM at Pr. Elaine Berg’s home; (every Thursday). 

14th: Worship & Music Committee Meeting @ 6:30 PM in the small classroom. 

15th: Grief Support Group @ 5:30 PM in the large classroom. 

16th: - Hope’s Dine-Out Dinner – TBD. 

20th: Hope’s Hands meets @ 10 AM in the small classroom. 

21st: Council Meeting @ 6:30 PM in the large classroom & via Zoom. 

26th: Newsletter Articles Due. 

28th: Women’s Book Club @ 6:30 PM at Marilyn and Pr. Elaine’s home. 

31st: Red Cross Blood Drive, 8 AM – Noon, in the sanctuary; Register Online at: 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=hopelutheran 

 Hope’s Gathering Event – BINGO @ 6 PM in the large classroom; There is a sign-up  

sheet on big table in the sanctuary. 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor%3Dhopelutheran&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw1lbr-jw7Agr46877aZQfcf

